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VIVA latina

Attempting to define “All-American Beauty” seems as outdated as Time’s 1978 cover story
that named blonde, blue-eyed Cheryl Tiegs the All-American Model. But there’s no
doubt it’s increasingly influenced by Latinas, who will account for one in four American
women by 2050. Here, three icons share how their culture shapes their beauty philosophies
Interviews by a ngie r ome r o

the mogul

Mexican actress, director, producer, and
entrepreneur Salma Hayek, 48, produced the
upcoming animated film The Prophet and is the
founder of Nuance Salma Hayek
When I was a little girl, kids used to pick on
me because I was short, skinny, and really dark from
always being in the sun. Later, when I got my curves,
I was self-conscious. But on a trip to Europe one
summer, I became aware of the power of the color
and the curves. I still didn’t think I was beautiful, but
when I went to college, the guys liked my personality, which started giving me confidence.
Eventually, after I became an actress in Mexico,
I moved to the U.S. and no one would cast me as the
leading lady. I could only get parts that
were “sexy.” It was my way to get into
movies, but I resented it a little bit. I
FAMILY
wanted people to see that there was more
ORIGINS
to me. And maybe that’s part of the reaOF U.S.
son I did Frida (2002). I was excited to
HISPANICS
play artist Frida Kahlo, who wasn’t considered beautiful. She had a unibrow and
Mexican 64%
a little bit of a mustache, but she had the
Puerto Rican
courage to be unique. I think that if
9.4%
you’re confident, some kind of beauty
Salvadoran
always comes through.
3.8%
Today, my husband tells me I’m more
Cuban 3.7%
beautiful than I have ever been. I don’t
Dominican 3.1%
know if that’s true, but I’ve learned to be
Guatemalan
grateful instead of critical. And I have to
2.3%
thank my grandmother Maria Luisa
Colombian 1.9%
because she taught me that you can help
Other 11.8%
preserve your beauty by caring for your
skin. Her advice is paying off.
Now, pushing 50, my life looks like
the dream I had when I first arrived in
Hollywood. I’m working with great directors,
doing all kinds of movies, and getting parts
because people believe in me as an actress.
I’ve learned it’s all about balance: Be kind and
patient with yourself, but at the same time,
push yourself to go to the next level.

My Look

“Cleansing—I use my Marigold Oil
Cleansing Facial Oil—and putting on
my day cream with SPF every morning
are as important as brushing my teeth.”
Nuance Salma Hayek Marigold Oil Cleansing Facial Oil,
$10, and Age Affirm Firming Day Cream SPF 30, $22.
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Hayek at a
Golden Globes
after-party in
January.

still lifes: courtesy of the companies. Hayek: Jon Kopaloff/getty images

salma hayek
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the SUPERMODEL

JOAN SMALLS

Gro wi n g up in Puerto Rico gave me a
really broad idea of what beauty is. In the islands,
people come in all different sizes and shades, from
light to dark and everything in between. In my
case, I’m Afro-Caribbean; my dad is from the
island of St. Thomas and is of African and Irish
descent, and my mom is from Puerto Rico, with
Spanish, Taíno Indian, and African roots. In my
first modeling competition, I felt different from
the other girls because I was too skinny, too tall,
and looked more … “ethnic,” let’s say. But my
parents instilled confidence in me and my sisters
at a really young age. We always heard it from
them: “Know that you are beautiful.” So even if I
felt different, I knew I had a unique type of beauty.
Later on, when I started working abroad, I was
stereotyped; people didn’t immediately realize I was
Latina. Because I’m darker-skinned, they would
assume I was African-American. Some people would
try to make a big discussion [about my
ethnicity] without understanding it.
Coming from a place as diverse as Puerto
Rico, it was a bit confusing—like, Why
does it even matter?
My views haven’t changed: Beauty isn’t
of Latina
one look, it’s a state of mind. I think I feel
my most beautiful when I’m at the beach,
women
under the warmth of the Puerto Rican
believe outer
sun. I feel more in touch with nature, and
beauty is
everything else washes away. I try to
a reflection of
re-create that feeling of being on the
inner beauty
island whenever I can. I cook tostones,
which are fried green plantains, and eat
queso blanco with guava paste. Or if I’m
sick with a cold, I’ll make a home remedy that my
mom and grandmother used to do, with honey,
lemon, and sábila, which is aloe vera. And
whenever people ask what I am, I say, “I’m Puerto
Rican.” Translation: I’m a little bit of everything!

61%

My Look

“I usually fill in my brows with a
pencil because I have a scar on my left
brow that I got when I was a kid, running
around like a hothead. And when I’m
going out, I love to add a dark lip, like
Estée Lauder’s Decadent.”
Estée Lauder Double Wear Stay-in-Place Brow
Lift Duo in Black Brown, $27, and Pure Color Envy
Sculpting Lipstick in Decadent, $30.
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Smalls
backstage at
Versace Haute
Couture.
ABOVE LEFT:
On the
Balmain fall
2015 runway.

Lipstick swipe: jon Paterson/studio d. all other Still lifes: courtesy of the companies. Photographs, from top: Pascal Le Segretain/getty images, Antonio de Moraes Barros Filho/Getty images

Born and raised in Hatillo, Puerto Rico, Joan
Smalls, 25, has been a spokesperson for Estée
Lauder since 2011
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Rodriguez
on set at
Despierta
América
in March.

the ACTRESS

GEnesis Rodriguez
I go t m y s ta rt as an actress in the world of
telenovelas, the Spanish soap operas where the sets
are colorful and the women—and men!—are all
gorgeous. Within that scene, I felt like a bit of an
outsider, the least-good-looking of the bunch.
Maybe it was because I had a different perception
of what is considered beautiful. In telenovelas,
everything is over the top, but to me, beauty is your
inner essence—what you can show the world
without the need to tell it. So by the time I was
working on my third soap opera, Telemundo’s Doña
Bárbara, I started doing my own hair and makeup,
keeping it as natural as possible.
In a way, telenovelas were a stepping stone in my
journey toward defining beauty on my own terms.
Eventually, I learned that it’s about enhancing your
beauty, not putting so much makeup on that you
cover it up. In other words, pick and choose what
The actress
at the Tusk
premiere in
L.A. last fall.

$9.1
BILLION
Amount of money U.S. Hispanic

households are expected to spend on
personal care products this year

My Look

“If your brows are on point, it’s like having
a good hair day. I use L’Oréal’s Brow Stylist,
which has a tint so I don’t have to fill them in.
And I have a whole process for my lashes: I
prime with Voluminous Million Lashes and
then do two coats of Miss Manga mascara.”
L’Oréal Paris Brow Stylist Plumper, $9, and Voluminous Miss
Manga Rock Mascara, $8. For information on where to buy,
see Shopping Directory.
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you love about yourself and play that up. For me,
that means focusing on the eyes. On-screen, the
eyes have the entire history of a character, so it’s
important for that area to be as open and as
expressive as possible. Now I can’t leave the house
without at least curling my lashes and brushing my
brows! Even on red carpets, I usually go with simple
hair and makeup and hardly any jewelry—I feel
polished that way.
Telenovelas may have influenced me to be
efficient with my makeup routine, but there are still
things I won’t rush. My mother taught me to always
take care of myself, no matter how busy I get. If she
didn’t make it to a spa once a week, she’d pamper
herself at home. She would put on a mask, use a
scrub, do her own nails, and read her magazines.
The funny thing is, I’m just like her! I put a lounge
chair in my bathroom and I’ll spend time in there
with my face mask on, reading scripts. I guess I’ll
always be a girly girl at heart.

Mascara swipe: Jeffrey Westbrook/Studio d. all other still lifes: courtesy of the companies. photographs, from top: Alexander Tamargo/getty images, Amanda Edwards/getty images

Miami native Genesis Rodriguez, 27, is the
daughter of a Cuban model and a Venezuelan
entertainer. She is a brand ambassador for L’Oréal
Paris and stars in next month’s movie Yoga Hosers

